SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENT AD
GROUP (SEPAG)

AGENDA
OCTOBER 12™, 2017

~ 7:00 Welcome

~ 7:15 Supervisor of
Special Services & Mrs.
Balto

~ 730 Statewide Parent
Advocacy Network
(SPAN) Presentation
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~7:30 SPAN
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Starting & Running Effective
Special Education Parent
Advisory Groups

SPAN START Project
35 Halsey Street
Newark, NJ 07102
(800) 654-SPAN
(973) 642-8100
START Project - start@spannj.org
www.Sspanadvocacy.org
Empowered Parents:

Educated, Engaged,
Effective!



http://www.spanadvocacy/

START Project

TOGETHER!
Families Can
Make A Difference

Improve Special Education
Programs & Services
Improve Student Outcomes

Assistance Is available for schools and districts
and for parents and parent leaders to enhance
family engagement to improve outcomes for
students with disabillities.
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PURPOSE / FUNCTIO

To provide direct input on the policies, proc
and practices that impact services and sup
children with disabilities and their families.

To provide suggestions and input to addres
system level needs identified by the distric
students, and by families.

To provide input and feedback to the distri
proposed plans.

To provide an opportunity to enhance &
strengthen collaboration in the district

~To advise on unmet needs of chilc ,

jites Y




For the District

Do | believe that parents
can look beyond their own
families’ experiences?

Do | value parents opinions
as Important?

Do | work to create an
environment where parents
are supported and
comfortable enough to
speak freely?
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For the Parent

Can | look beyond
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POTENTIAL BARRI
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AS PARENTS AND PROFESSIO

COME TOGETHER TO ADVISE ON F

AND PROGRAM ISSUES IN SPEC
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DEVELOPING & IMPLEMENTINC
EFFECTIVE SEPAG
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KEY ROLE: INPUT



TOPICS TO |
PROVIDE INPUT - lo8" 1157 1

- - - . oy :"-;_L_ -":1 T .-... | "
o etigu T s Tousel Bityan R Dty 8L

N : " Cheis, Mipil Toan
. g aiiny

Use the tool provided
to think of some topics
and issues that you
would like to see your
district SEPAG
address.
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HOLDING
PRODUCTIVE
MEETINGS

It is important that all
members be well informed
in order to represent their
constituency and ensure
that group actions are
appropriate.

Members should feel
comfortable sharing their
thoughts and ideas.

Use majority vote and/or
parliamentary procedures
or by consensus.

The determination for which
ecision making process

e used should be clear
ties and




STEP 4: of the group?
MEMBERSHIP
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENT AL

GROUPS IN NEW JERSEY
A GUIDE TO DEVELOPING AND CONDUCTIN
EFFECTIVE GROUP

Launched Summer 2017 by SPAN and NJ Departme
Education

The key to a successful partnership is meaningful col
and exchange of ideas. This guide was developed wi
mind and is intended to offer a road map to help bri
stakeholders together, suggest strategies to help s
engage in dialogue, and offer best practices to he
together to benefit the local community.
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To access the guide and a video to accompar
please visit www.spanadvocacy.org



http://www.spanadvocacy.org/

REFLECTION

Where are you

What do you
know?
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Thank You

Please complete the evaluation

For more information contact us at:

SPAN START Project
35 Halsey Street, 41" floor
Newark, NJ 07102
START@spannj.org

Phone: 973-642-8100
Toll free: 800-654-SPAN
Fax: 973-642-8080
wWwWw.spanadvocacy.C
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